
Activity 4.4 Engaging with reflective writing

Tutor actions
What you need to do in PebblePad to set up the activity
Prior to the activity:
· There is very little preparation needed for this activity but you do need to check with your students that they are confident they can create and post to a blog and that they know how to share with you and their peers. 
During the activity:
· Your students will share their blog with you and their peers and should be making a post at least once a week. 
· To view your students’ posts, log onto PebblePad.
· If one of your students has updated their blog, new received/updated assets (under current activity) will be in bold. Click on new received/updated assets and the newly updated received assets will appear. 
· Click on the blog to read it. New posts are at the top of the page. 
· To add a comment to a post, click on add comment at the end of the post. You may want to make your comment private, particularly if the student is discussing a sensitive issue or is struggling with an aspect of their placement. If you make your comment private, only you and the student can see the comment, the student’s peers cannot view the comment.
Instructions to the learner
You can adapt these instructions to your learners and to your context 
· Log onto PebblePad.
· In create new, select more and then blog. Give the blog the title ‘Placement Learning’ and put a brief description of the placement e.g. location and specific department. 
· For step 2 choose a banner to suit your character.
· For step 3 select view and post to blog. A new window opens. In the top right hand corner, select post new. This is where you add your reflection on the placement in the text box that appears and select submit to add this thought to your blog. In your posts, refer to particular incidents during the placement, record your decision making and identify your learning needs. Each post will be saved in your asset store as an individual thought.
· Select send to. Send this blog to the peers who will have been chosen to support you on placement and your tutor. Give them all comment permissions. 
· To add to the blog whilst on placement, log onto PebblePad and click view. 
· Select my assets and then select the Placement Learning blog. Select view and post to blog.
· Every time you add a post to your blog, your peers and your tutor will be able to view it. If necessary, you can send an email reminder to your peers and tutor that you have posted to your blog. To do this, select my assets and then your blog. Click on the shared tab that appears on the right. Highlight the name of the person you wish to send a reminder to and click on the bell icon to send a reminder. An email will be sent to this person.
· Your peers will be sending you their blogs. The first time one of your peers sends you their blog, you will receive an email notification. You will be able to view each post they make and add a comment. You can see if one of your peers has updated their blog by looking under current activity when you first log onto PebblePad, and new received/updated assets will be in bold if there has been an update.
· Click on new received/updated assets and the newly updated received assets will appear.
· Click on a blog to read it. New posts are at the top of the page. 
· To add a comment to a post, click on add comment at the end of the post. Your comments will need to be encouraging and constructive. 
· When you return from placement and you start writing your assignment, you will be able to read your posts and use them as evidence and as prompts to deeper reflection. Your tutor will tell you the correct way of citing your blog in your assignment.
Practitioner tips 
If you are working with large numbers of students you might prefer to manage your access to the blogs through a gateway.
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